Curriculum Review: Reflective Practice, Continuing Efforts by Elturki, Eman
Curriculum Review: Reflective 
Practice, Continuing Efforts  
Eman Elturki, PhD 
INTO Washington State University 
2018 INTO North America Academic Conference 
Agenda  
ü  Program overview 
ü  Curriculum structure  
ü  Curriculum review 
q  Curriculum review procedures and 
process 
q  Curriculum revision and implementation   
ü  Sharing your program’s practices  
 
Program Overview 
Ø  Intensive American Language Center, 
1984 
ü services the INTO WSU partnership 
ü Commission on English Language 
Program Accreditation  
ü ITA testing  
Program Overview 
ü  8 levels of instruction    
Ø  Level 0 (foundation)  
Ø  Levels 1 & 2 (beginner)  
Ø  Levels 3 & 4 (intermediate) 
Ø  Levels 5 & 6 (advanced) 
Ø  Level 7 (high advanced) 
ü  Program length; 16 weeks spring and fall, 12 
weeks summer 
Levels 0, 1, & 2  (AE) Contact hours 
Reading and Writing  6  
Grammar  3 
Listening and Speaking 9 
Elective 3 
Levels 3 & 4  (AE/Comprehensive Pathway)   
Reading and Composition 9 
Grammar 3 
Listening and Speaking 6 
Elective  (for AE) 3 
Math (at WSU for Level 4 Undergraduate Pathway only) 3 
Level 5   (AE)   
Academic Reading 6 
Academic Composition 6 
Academic Listening and Discussion 6 
Elective 3 
Level 5   (Undergraduate Pathway)  Contact hours 
UNIV 110: Developing Academic Strategies for Reading and 
Writing 
4 credits 
UNIV 111: Developing Academic Strategies for Listening and 
Discussion 
4 credits 
Level 6   (Two-Semester Graduate Pathway | AE)   
IALC 601: Academic Reading and Research 9 
IALC 603: Academic Listening and Discussion 9 
IALC 650: International Teaching Assistance (ITA) 3 
Level 7   (One- Semester Graduate Pathway)   
IALC 701: Critical Reading and Research 5 
IALC 702: Advanced Academic Listening and Discussion 4 
IALC 750: Seminar and Discussion 1 
Electives: Lower Levels 
§  Pronunciation & Conversation I 
§  Playing with Grammar 
§  I Write Better Now 
§  Spelling Power 
§  English through Simple Stories 
Electives: Upper Levels 
§  Pronunciation & Conversation II 
§  English for Business 
§  Grammar & Editing 
§  Math in Context 
§  Computer Skills for Academic Success 
§  Vocabulary in Major 
§  American Slang & Idioms 
§  What’s in the News? 
§  Film & Discussion 
§  English for Academic Purposes: 
Engineering 
§  English for Academic Purposes: 
Fine Arts 
§  IELTS Workshop 
§  TOEFL Workshop 
§  GMAT Workshop 
§  GRE Workshop 
§  ITA (International Teaching 
Assistant)  
New Electives for Pathways 
§  English for Business  
§  Academic English for Engineering 
§  Advanced Academic English for Engineering 
§  Study Skills for University Success I 
§  Study Skills for University Success II 
Curriculum Structure 
upper levels  intermediate levels  lower levels  
concrete => abstract 
shorter  => longer 
simple  => complex  
informal => formal 
basal => authentic 
Personal-Global Continuum 
COURSE 
Objectives 
Student 
Learning 
Outcomes  Goal 
Mandated 
Assignments  
 (CEA, 2016; Soulsby, 2009)  
² the overall intended 
outcome or target for 
the course  
² what will be taught; intended 
results or consequences of 
instruction  
²  what the student knows 
or can do as a result of 
the course of instruction; 
achieved results or 
consequences of what 
was learned; evidence 
that learning took place 
Goals 
Objectives  
Outcomes 
ü  broad  
ü  abstract 
ü  long-term 
ü narrow 
ü specific 
ü measurable 
ü observable 
intentions 
teacher-centered  
teaching  
products 
student-centered  
learning 
https://sites.google.com/site/bloomstaxonomy2/verb-wheel  
Curriculum Review 
ü  Curriculum reviewed by IALC faculty on a yearly basis  
CEA Program Development, Planning, and 
Review Standard 2: “The program or language 
institution regularly reviews and revises its 
program components and has a plan, in writing, 
to guide the review of curricular elements, 
student assessment practices, and student 
services policies and activities. The plan is 
systematically implemented.” 
Review Cycle 
ü  Review => examination of the curriculum, 
materials, and assessments; entire faculty 
u Levels 0, 1, 2, and 3 => spring pre-service 
u Levels 4, 5, 6, and 7 => fall pre-service  
(IALC’s Information Manual, p. 14)  
Curriculum Review Process 
ü  Objectives  
ü  SLOs 
ü  Mandated assignments  
ü  Assessment practices 
   
courses within a level  
across
 
levels 
Curriculum Review Process 
I. Model Level 1 
Level 3 
RW, G, LS 
RW, G, LS 
Level 2              RW, G, LS 
Curriculum Review Process 
II.  Model 
RW            Levels 0,  1,  2,  3  
G              Levels  0,  1,  2,  3  
LS            Levels 0,  1,  2,  3  
Tools for the Review Process 
ü  Course Evaluations 
ü  Program Evaluations 
ü  Student achievement data 
ü  Best practices and research  

What do Reviewers Receive? 
ü  Agenda 
ü  Goals, Objectives, SLOs  
ü  Data Analysis for Curriculum and Assessment 
Review  
ü  IALC Full Curriculum 
ü  Handout “Writing Effective Goals, Objectives, and 
Student Learning Outcomes”  
ü  Post Curriculum and Assessment Review Form  
Curriculum Revision 
Ø  track changes 
Ø  go over; review and accept 
Ø  create clean copies 
Ø  send to faculty for a final look 
Ø  update the IALC full curriculum document 
Curriculum Implementation 
ü  Upper-level curriculum reviewed in fall pre-
service => spring semester 
ü  Lower-level curriculum reviewed in spring pre-
service => fall semester 
Curriculum Updates and 
Notes 
Sources 
•  CEA Standards for English Language Programs and 
Institutions. (2016). Commission on English Language 
Program Accreditation. Retrieved from http://www.cea-
accredit.org/images/2016_CEA_Standards.pdf  
•  Maki, P.L. (2010). Assessing for learning: Building a 
sustainable commitment across the institution (2nd ed.). 
Sterling, VA: Stylus. 
•  Soulsby, E. P. (2009). Assessment notes: A compilation of 
material from others as indicated.  Retrieved from http://
web2.uconn.edu/assessment/docs/resources/
Eric_Soulsby_Assessment_Notes.pdf 
Thank you!  
eman.elturki@wsu.edu  
 
Share! 
①  What is your program’s curriculum review 
process? 
②  How do you review your assessment 
practices? 
 
